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1. In Chamber of Deputies May 21, Franco Montoro (MDB- 
S30 Paulo) accused public authorities in Sa0 Paulo af the 
arbitrary arrest of 1/7 workers sat teieatine in a peaceful 
commemoration of May Day and torture and subsequent death 
of one of these workers, Olavo Hansen. Montoro gave 
detailed account of how Hansen died as a result of injuries 
he claimed sustained during police interrogations. Noting 
that this case violated specific articles of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Brazilian Constitution, 
Montoro requested that the urgent convocation of the 


Brazilian Council for the Defense of Human Rights in order 


to investigate case and assure punishment of guilty. Montoro 


speech widely reported in press May 22. 
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ce Hansen case had earlier come to attention of 
Chamber on May 19 when both MDB and ARENA deputies informed 
the Plenary that they had telegrams from Sao Paulo unions 
protesting death of Hansen. At that time, ARENA Vice Leader 
‘Cantidio Sampaio promised that rigorous investigation 
would be opened because government does not support practice 
of such acts and is interested in assuring life of its 
citizens as necessity for constitutional order in country; . 
5 ARENA leader Raimundo Padilha informed the Embassy 
: 
that Franco Montoro's speech violated agreement between him 
not to 
and MDB leader Humberto Lucena *xxmxt lraise the Hansen case 
since- 
in Chamber ,\2ygxcx CORENED 





MRES-the President had ordered an investigation of the case and 
Ministry of Justice was proceeding. 


h. 





oo Pressure on GOB to investigate case comes primarily from 
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Sao Peon It is probably also in response to this con- 
stituency that Franco Montoro, a former Minister of Labor, 
felt ee eT to make a detailed denouncement of 
Hansen case despite oomecuniont between ene MDB and ARENA 
leaders. | 

os re eSocuied Sao Paulo's A-38, President Médici | 
personally informed on May 4 by k labor leaders of union | 
concern over May Day aveccis and he promised at that time to 
look into matter. Médicits involvement in matter af a time 
when Hansen still alive may also be a factor in governmentis 


decision to undertake investigation. 





6. Although xtesxxr discrepancies exist 





-|there appears to be serious evidence of 
police involvement in Hansen's death. If this is factually true, 
resistance can be esnected from deslitaiey and police authorities 
to any investigation in dssth: Hansen case could shape up as 

ss ODD int test of GOB desire and/or ability to cents ol police 


excesses. This is first kimmm occasion wide publicity has been 
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permitted of a torture case and first time government has 


agreed to investigate specific case. Gtorxe 





Sonex iengodene x Be ee drawn out and indeter-_ 
6 :GOVERNMENT 
minate Eee oy eey still slip off hook in Hansen case, 


nevertheless pressure will continue for frank government 


treatment of issue. 
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